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June 16 / Administration of William J. Clinton, 2000

Thank you, Greg Meeks. Thank you, Joe Crow-
ley. Thank you, Charlie Rangel. Congress, give
our kids the future they deserve. The whole
country’s riding on it, we can afford it, and
we owe it to them. And we’ll be awful glad
we did.’’

Thank you, and God bless you all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:12 p.m. in the
school courtyard. In his remarks, he referred to
Mary Minnick, teacher, Abigail Adams Elemen-
tary School (Public School 131); Harold O. Levy,
chancellor, New York City Public Schools; and
Michael A. Johnson, district administrator, Com-
munity School District No. 29.

Statement on Senate Action on Electronic Signatures Legislation
June 16, 2000

I am pleased that the Senate today adopted
the electronic signatures conference report by
an overwhelming bipartisan vote. I look forward
to signing this important legislation into law as
soon as possible.

This landmark legislation will ensure that con-
sumer protections remain strong in the tech-
nology age. It will help create new rules of
the road for America’s hi-tech economy. E-com-
merce helps strengthen our economy by low-

ering inflation, raising productivity, and spurring
new research and development. By marrying
one of our oldest values—our commitment to
consumer protection—with the newest tech-
nologies, we can achieve the full measure of
the benefits that E-commerce has to offer.

My congratulations to the Democratic and
Republican leaders of the conference committee
for their hard work on this legislation.

Letter to Congressional Leaders Reporting on the Deployment of
United States Military Personnel as Part of the Kosovo International
Security Force
June 16, 2000

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)
In my report to the Congress of December

15, 1999, I provided information on the deploy-
ment of combat-equipped U.S. military per-
sonnel as the U.S. contribution to the NATO-
led security force (KFOR) in Kosovo. Additional
U.S. personnel are also deployed in countries
in the region and serve as support for our forces
in Kosovo. I am providing this supplemental re-
port, consistent with the War Powers Resolution,
to help ensure that the Congress is kept fully
informed on continued U.S. contributions in
support of peacekeeping efforts in Kosovo.

The U.N. Security Council authorized mem-
ber states to establish the international security
presence in Kosovo in U.N. Security Council
Resolution (UNSCR) 1244 of June 10, 1999,
for an initial period of 12 months, to continue
thereafter unless the Security Council decides
otherwise. The mission of KFOR is to provide

a military presence in order to deter renewed
hostilities; verify and, if necessary, enforce the
terms of the Military Technical Agreement
(MTA) between NATO and the Federal Repub-
lic of Yugoslavia (FRY); enforce the terms of
the agreement of the former Kosovo Liberation
Army (KLA) to demilitarize and reintegrate
itself into civil society; provide operational direc-
tion to the Kosovo Protection Corps; and main-
tain a safe and secure environment to facilitate
the work of the U.N. Interim Administration
Mission in Kosovo (UNMIK) by providing, until
UNMIK or appropriate local organizations as-
sume these functions, for public safety and order
and border monitoring.

Currently, the U.S. contribution to KFOR in
Kosovo is approximately 7,500 U.S. military per-
sonnel. This number once again will decrease
to approximately 6,000 U.S. military personnel
when ongoing troop rotations are completed. In
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